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As we move forward into 2021 and the fourth month of our Civitan year, I am 
encouraged by the success that many of you are having as Civitans in your 
communities and that COVID vaccines are being produced and distributed! 
However, my heart hurts for our Civitan family members who have passed 
on, those who are ill from various causes, and for those who still remain 
under restriction due to the danger. We love you all! 

I wholeheartedly believe the strength of Civitan lies with and is centered on our 
clubs. It is club members and their leaders who I, your district leaders, Civitan 
International leaders, and Civitan International HQ staff ultimately serve. The 
Civitan International Board and Headquarters staff are dedicated to ensuring 
your needs are met. However, I do wish to make a distinction here. We serve with 
a distinctive purpose of looking out for the best interest of the organization — 
the entire organization. That means that although we welcome your thoughts 
and comments, that does not mean that we will always do what an individual 
or limited group thinks or wants us to do. Sometimes leaders must make hard 
decisions that may not be understood or accepted by all. However, it is critically 
important that leadership makes data-based decisions rather than “shooting from 
the hip.” I am reminded of a quote from U.S. President John F. Kennedy: 

“We choose to go to the moon in this decade and do the other things, not 
because they are easy, but because they are hard.”

I feel that JFK’s quote relates just as much to this time, as it did then. We 
must all come together with common mind and act as one to work toward 
workable solutions that will sustain our Civitan organization not for this 
year or the next but for many years to come. It is not our focus to work on a 
short-term quick fix to our current challenges. Rather, we are working toward 
a focused solution to our challenges, not because it is easy, but because it is 
hard. We must come together as one and not fragment or separate ourselves 
from one another as we work forward together.

We all must also focus on our most pressing need, the need to grow our 
existing clubs and to build new long-lasting clubs. Membership is our number 
one pressing need right now. Each of us has non Civitan friends. Invite them to 
come out to a project to see the advantages and opportunities of Civitan as we 
do the work of the world. Our Civitan Creed states: MY EYES search for others 
to join in the fellowship and service of Civitan. So my question is: Are you 
searching and asking others to participate in your local projects? 

I remain thankful and appreciative of the opportunity to serve as your 100th 
President. 
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HAPPY NEW 
YEAR, CIVITANS 
AND A MOST 
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WELCOME 
TO OUR NEW 
CIVITAN FAMILY 
MEMBERS!
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WORLD HEADQUARTERS
UPDATES

As members welcome in the new year, plans are underway for events 
in 2021. That includes the 101st Civitan International Convention 
planned for Jacksonville, Florida, in July.

International President Frank Kelley and two staff from world 
headquarters visited the city this month to meet with the host hotel 
team and look at potential golf tournament sites. Safety measures 
were reviewed in light of the COVID-19 pandemic and will continue 
to be at the forefront of discussions as the convention nears. More 
information will be coming out soon as to how to register and what 
activities are planned. The convention is scheduled for July 7-10. 

The Civitan International Board of Directors has met twice since the 
fall. One of the most critical decisions made by the group was the 
approval of a new set of bylaws for the organization. An article in this 
edition of Civitan Magazine details that proposal. Some other actions 
that took place at the meetings in November and January include:

• Approved the merger of the California District and the Heart of 
the West District, as presented

• Changed the required number of charter members for a club in 
North America to 15

• Created a policy that defines a member’s home club when that 
individual is a member of more than one club

• Certified two candidates for the election for Civitan International 
President 2021-2022 who are: Dan Brown of the Great Southwest 
District and Fred Matthies of the Great Southwest District.

Minutes of the International Board meetings are available to any 
member by request. Those records along with several others on the 
International level can be found in the Member Center on the Civitan 
website under “International Board.”

Many clubs are dealing with COVID-19 directly as their members 
have battled the virus. Siloam Springs Civitan Club President-Elect 
Dixie Shoptaw wrote into world headquarters with the story of fellow 
member Ric Stripling. Ric was the treasurer of the club and his wife 
is also a member. He lost his life to COVID and is a great example of 
a true Civitan. Dixie shared more of Ric’s selflessness in a written 
submission you can find at www.civitan.org/blog. We remember 
Ric and other Civitans who were taken by this virus. They truly are 
Champions of Service.

Civitan International operates with a mission to build good citizenship by providing a volunteer organization of clubs dedicated to 
serving individual and community needs with an emphasis on helping people with developmental disabilities. 

FROM THE DESK OF SCARLET THOMPSON, 
CIVITAN INTERNATIONAL EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT
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Your Friend,

Frank Kelley
Civitan International President 2020-2021

CONGRATULATIONS 
CIVITAN CLUB OF 
TOPEKA!
Members were recently recognized 
by Special Olympics Kansas as 
its Making A Difference North 
Central Region Organization of the 
Year. The club was celebrated at 
a program in November for their 
work to improve the experiences 
of Special Olympic athletes.

http://www.civitan.org/blog


One of the first areas of the world to experience COVID-19 
was South Korea. The country is also home to one of 
Civitan’s largest contingencies of members outside North 
America. Leading that group of Civitans is Dr. Bong-Ok 
Kim, the first female governor of the Korea District. She 
runs a rehabilitation hospital that typically doesn’t have 
emergency services in the city of Daegu. Nearly a year ago, 
she found herself in the middle of the COVID fight.

“The hospital was designated by the central government 
of Korea as a COVID-19 designated hospital, and we 
were ordered to evacuate all patients to make beds for 
COVID patients,” says Governor Kim. “I had to discharge 
or transfer 200 patients in 3 days, and make 200 beds 
available in 5 days.”
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Governor Kim not only had a hospital to run, but also 
a Civitan district. The pandemic forced her and other 
leaders to cancel their annual assembly, her inauguration 
ceremony as governor, and a large festival held annually 
for children with disabilities. But they have kept other 
activities going through Zoom, group chatting on their 
phones, and travelling when safe. Governor Kim did meet 
with clubs in Gangneung in the Gangwon province of 
Korea late last summer. 

Many clubs are serving in spite of sickness all around them. 
The Angels and Gangnam Angels Civitan Clubs are made 
up of nurses and have stepped up to handle duties at local 
hospitals they don’t normally tackle. In Governor Kim’s 
home club, the Hanbat Civitan, there are more than twenty 
members who are doctors. They have become volunteer 
physicians in screening clinics helping with swab tests. 
Many more clubs in Korea have provided daily supplies and 
food to their communities ravished by COVID-19.

On the district level, a new Civitan Club has been built. 
The Wheel Harmony Club is a group of Civitans with 
disabilities who love to sing. The district also published 
a cartoon book for teenagers with disabilities about the 
pandemic in both Korean and English, and distributed it to 
schools in their region. 

The book “was written with 
close medical supervision 
and cartoon pictures were 
drawn by a specialist,” 
says Governor Kim. “We 
considered the gender 
equality and human rights 
of people with disabilities 
at the same time.”

The district hopes to 
publish another version of 
the book.

“The follow-up book will 
be about cheering and 
guiding teenagers with disabilities who have experienced 
psychological and social problems with Coronavirus, to 
quickly return to their daily lives,” says Kyungsik Choi, 
Secretary General of the Korea District.

As to other future plans, Governor Kim says the country is 
in the third wave of the virus, and COVID-19 vaccinations 
will start next month. She says health officials there expect 
collective immunity by November if things go smoothly.

“As we know more about COVID-19 now compared to the 
knowledge we had in the early spring, Daegu is handling 
it much better, best in Korea, now. My hospital is not 
required to join the combat as before,” says Kim.

She shares these words of advice to Civitans in Korea, and 
beyond.

“You can still help others in many creative ways even 
during this environment. You can send phone calls, 
emails, texts and send love to the people whom you care 
about. Let loved ones know they are loved,” says Kim.

I had to discharge or transfer 200 
patients in 3 days, and make 200 
beds available in 5 days.”

“

Service in spite of

sickness

5

BY SCARLET THOMPSON

A Look at How 
Civitan Korea Has 
Operated During The 
COVID-19 Pandemic

Dr. Kim in action

DID YOU KNOW?
• CIVITAN KOREA HAS 30 CIVITAN 

AND 14 CAMPUS CIVITAN CLUBS, 
WITH A TOTAL OF 1345 MEMBERS.

• MORE THAN 120 OF THOSE 
MEMBERS BELONG TO THE 
MEDICAL COMMUNITY. GOVERNOR 
KIM IS THE 41ST GOVERNOR OF 
THE DISTRICT, AND MORE THAN 
TWENTY OF THOSE LEADERS 
HAVE COME FROM THE MEDICAL 
COMMUNITY.

• CIVITAN KOREA HAS ITS OWN 
SELF-SUSTAINING OFFICE WITH 
ONE FULL-TIME EMPLOYEE, A 
PART-TIME SECRETARY-GENERAL 
AND A GOVERNOR WITH A SMALL 
MEETING ROOM. THERE IS ALSO 
A STEERING COMMITTEE LED BY 
THE GOVERNOR WHO MAKES ANY 
IMPORTANT DECISIONS.

• THREE KOREAN CIVITANS WERE 
AWARDED A TOP NATIONAL HONOR 
THIS PAST SUMMER, CALLED THE 
COMMENDATION BY THE MINISTER 
OF HEALTH AND WELFARE. 
IT RECOGNIZES EXEMPLARY 
VOLUNTEERS.

You can still help others in many 
creative ways even during this 
environment.”

“

Gangwon Province Civitan Meeting Governor Kim takes the reins of the district
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BYLAWS PROPOSAL
Over the past year and a half, the Civitan International Board of Directors journeyed through the revision of the 
organization’s outdated Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws. These governance documents were rewritten in 2004 and 
have had ten amendments over the years. The board appointed a Governance Documents Committee made up of Past 
International Presidents and Past International Directors. The committee along with legal counsel determined the need 
for a rewritten version rather than multiple amendments. The board and committee both reviewed past and current 
membership reports, club building statistics, leadership recruitment limitations and membership surveys.

The committee provided recommendations to the board throughout the past year and presented a final draft of the new 
governance documents in November 2020. The board approved those documents. The Articles and Bylaws will now be 
presented to the membership and will be voted upon at this year’s Civitan International Convention. The Articles require 
a positive two-thirds vote and the Bylaws require a majority vote (over 50%).

The committee asked the questions:

What if we could update the Bylaws and Articles while: modernizing some of our meeting and convention practices, 
revising the structure of the International Board to represent our membership numbers more equally, address some of 
our financial issues, and create a more streamlined and cost-effective governance structure?

Civitan membership losses over the past 7 years before the pandemic have been very high. The organization has lost 35% of its 
membership. Many districts are having serious difficulty recruiting candidates for district offices and finding club builders. The 
Governance Committee and International Board realized that a downsizing of our organization and some far-reaching changes 
would be required if Civitan is to survive and thrive for the next generation. Under the umbrella of Renew by 2022, here are some 
highlights of the changes that will be presented to the membership over the next six months prior to the 2021 International 
Convention, where delegates will have the opportunity to discuss and to vote upon these revised documents:

• Brings the documents in line with current Alabama Nonprofit Law and IRS regulations.

• Simplifies and clarifies the membership classes, creating more opportunities for new types of membership.

• Allows for virtual International Conventions or hybrids of virtual and in-person conventions.

• Allows all paid registered delegates in good standing at an International Convention to vote.

• Provides for the possibility of electronic voting.

• Redefines the post of Civitan International Treasurer as a non-staff volunteer position as a means of providing 
external oversight of our finances.

• Reorganizes the regions/division structure to provide Regional Leadership Councils as the conduit between clubs 
and Civitan International, replacing the current district structure and creating a direct link between clubs and the 
International Board through each Region’s International Director. 

• Provides a reduction in dues for most clubs because of the elimination of district dues; allows for a smaller Regional 
Fee to be charged to clubs to be used for new resources and trainings.

• Provides International members (outside North America) with a single International Division, including the 
opportunity to be represented on the Board of Directors with its own International Director.

• Allows for a small Cost of Living increase in dues as an option for the Board (with a 2% cap) instead of larger 
increases every few years.

• Redistributes International Director positions geographically so that the organization’s members are represented 
more equally.

You can look at the drafts of both documents by going to www.civitan.org/renewby22. There will also be some additional 
town hall meetings in the coming weeks to inform members of these proposed changes and answer any questions that 
are out there about this effort.

GOVERNANCE DOCUMENTS TOWN HALL MEETINGS
Reviewing the Proposals to Revise Civitan International’s Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws

Visit www.civitan.org/renewby22 for meeting details.

Dozens of clubs, districts, and individuals donated on Giving 
Tuesday in December to support the Civitan International 
Research Center’s newest project, the Autism Translational 
Research Core. More than $47,000 was raised to benefit 
the core, which is the brainchild of CIRC Director Dr. Craig 
Powell. Earlier in 2020, Dr. Cassandra Newsom came on board 
to be the director of the Core, which is expected to lead to 
many breakthroughs in the understanding of autism. More 
recently, speech-language pathologist and research assistant 
Elizabeth Gardner has joined the research core team. She 
graciously met with Civitan International world headquarters 
staff on her third week of work and shared a little about 
herself and her excitement around this incredible project.

Q: Tell us a little about your background with autism.

A: So, I am a speech-language pathologist by training/education. 
For the first half of my career, I did many different things, but 
for the last 26 years, I have been focused on preschool, babies, 
toddlers, and that age range. For about ten years of that, I was 
focused on a specific language impairment population. And 
then, for the last fifteen years, I focused on babies and toddlers 
with autism. I have worked many years at Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center at the Kennedy Center for Human Development 
Research. They have a long, distinguished history in research in 
autism related areas and all human development and disabilities. 
I managed a clinical intervention clinic for many years for Dr. 
Paul Yoder. Dr. Yoder is a relatively well-known researcher in 
autism. Essentially, I was his lab manager for 25 years. He shifted 
his focus to autism about fifteen years ago, so I shifted with him. I 
basically ran the diagnostic clinic, and the joy of that for me was 
that we could provide quick, high-quality diagnostics for those in 
the community. Too often they spend years on a waitlist trying to 
get a diagnosis, so this really improved the process. I know that’s 
a huge problem in so many places. It’s so frustrating for parents 
because all we hear is early intervention is key, but so often, the 
wait is very long. I love what we can offer because we can say 
come on in, let’s get answers and diagnoses and interventions 
now. That’s really what I love most about what I do. 

Q: How has the field of autism changed in 25 years of working? 

A: From my perspective, the biggest change is driving the 
diagnoses age down to younger and younger. The fact that 
we can now assess and give a stable, valid diagnosis to 
someone with a 12-month-old and have a pretty high degree 
of confidence is huge. That has been a big change. For so 
long, the average age of diagnoses was around ten years old. 
I’m not exactly sure of the average now, but it’s much younger. 
We can start intervention so much sooner. I was actually 

involved in research to help bring that age of diagnosis down. 
It’s been very exciting to see that change in the field. 

Q: What are you most excited about your work at the CIRC? 

A: At this moment, with this job only three weeks in, I am just 
getting my feet under me. My task right now is to get many of 
the clinical pieces set up. I am a little more technical in my role 
right now, so I’m doing a lot to get all the certifications, set up 
the database structure, etc. I love this kind of thinking and work, 
so I am really excited to tackle it. It’s a really involved process to 
get everything set up. There are a lot of details we are working 
through! UAB has so much in place all ready for us. It really is 
a great place for ambitious projects. Dr. Powell is a big picture 
thinker, and his ideas are very innovative for this project. 

Once we are up and running, we will immediately start 
enrolling participants and seeing patients. That’s the part 
I’m excited about. I will get to see patients in the clinic as the 
speech-language pathologist. I will work with Dr. Newsome 
to make these diagnoses, get the behavioral data, and then 
shepherd them through the rest of the biobanking process. 
We have decided to call the clinic The Civitan Autism & 
Neurodevelopment Research Database & Repository (CANDR 
Clinic). I am very excited to get to see patients soon! 

civitan international
r e s e a r c h  c e n t e r

Inside CIRC’s Newest Project:
How Speech Therapy Will Play A Part in the Autism 
Translational Research Core
BY JENNY ELY Elizabeth Gardner
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Former McNulty Award Winner Tapped 
To Lead More Programs
Sarah O’Kelley, Ph.D., has been named the director of 
two training programs associated with the Civitan 
International Research Center. The former McNulty Award 
winner will lead the University Center for Excellence 
in Developmental Disabilities Education, Research, and 
Service (UCEDD) and the UAB Leadership Education in 
Neurodevelopmental and Related Disabilities (LEND). 

The UCEDD program is the only one in Alabama and 
works to expand resources and service available 
to individuals with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities. The LEND program works to improve the 
quality of life for those with I/DD by training future 
leaders and providing clinical services. Both programs 
have been impacting lives for more than forty years.

Dr. O’Kelley serves as director of the Autism Spectrum 
Disorders Clinic at UAB Civitan-Sparks Clinics. She has 
been involved in research and clinical activities with 
people on the autism spectrum for over two decades. 
O’Kelley received the McNulty Award in the fall of 2018.

http://www.civitan.org/renewby22
http://www.civitan.org/renewby22
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The Montevallo Civitan Club recently took the time to honor fallen 
service men and women in their community. The club took part in 
Wreaths Across America, a program that allows club members to 
remember veterans by placing holiday wreaths at their grave sites.

SCOTTSBORO CIVITAN CLUB 
ALABAMA NORTH

The Scottsboro Civitan Club of the Alabama North District worked 
together to fill 63 boxes for Operation Christmas Child which provides 
Christmas presents to children all over the world. Club members 
donated items and filled the boxes. This is a project the club completes 
annually. 

MONTEVALLO CIVITAN CLUB
ALABAMA CENTRAL

The Volunteer ACTION Civitan Club brought Christmas spirit to 
a local assisted living facility. Club members brought gifts to the 
residents and sang Christmas carols outside while residents sat at 
the windows and watched.

LANARK & DISTRICT CIVITAN CLUB 
CANADIAN NORTHERN LIGHTS

For many years, the Lanark & District Civitan Club has sponsored 
their town’s Annual Santa Claus Parade. Due to Covid-19, the 
club was unable to host the parade this year. Feeling inspired to 
still bring the holiday spirit to their community, club member 
Debbie Keaney suggested an alternative to the parade. The club 
coordinated a safer version of the parade, where they were able to 
drive Santa Claus through the streets to kids could still see him 
while socially distancing. 

MARCO ISLAND CIVITAN CLUB 
FLORIDA 

The Marco Island Civitan Club hosted a toy drive to support 
children who benefit from the Friends of Foster Children Forever 
program.

DURHAM CIVITAN CLUB 
NORTH CAROLINA EAST 

Members of the Durham Civitan Club volunteered as bell ringers 
to support the Salvation Army. Bell ringing is a program that 
many Civitan clubs take part in during the holiday season.

VOLUNTEER ACTION CIVITAN CLUB
APPALACHIAN
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Remembering  
Bob Jones
Bob Jones
1944-2020
Past International President (2018-2019) Bob Jones passed away in 
December, after a few weeks of health issues. He had just completed his 
term on the board a few months earlier.

Jones, who also was a past International Director and North Carolina 
West Governor, was a member of Civitan for more than thirty years. 
During his presidential year, the organization initiated many changes that will help mold its future like determining to sell 
the world headquarters and recommitting to the CIRC. Jones also was a member of the Breakthru golf tournament planning 
committee, a golf participant, an Honor Key (club, district, International) recipient, and a Light The Way supporter. He recently 
helped build the Cabarrus Civitan Club.

Jones was passionate about Civitan’s work for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities. In a Civitan Magazine 
interview in 2018, he shared about his favorite projects.

“With a family member who has been diagnosed with autism and a close 
personal friend who has a family member with Alzheimer’s, the research at 
the Civitan International Research Center is very important to me. My hope 
is that very soon they will have answers to help those with I/DD and other 
debilitating conditions, “ said Jones. “My next favorite project is Special 
Olympics. The joy and smiles on the faces of the athletes are beyond compare. 
Their attitude is something we can all learn from.” 

Jones is survived by his wife Judy, sons Kevin and Michael, daughter-in-
law Kandy, and grandchildren McKenzie, Hayden and Spencer. At the 2019 
international convention, Jones gifted his three grandchildren with Civitan 
Fellows (pictured on the left).

In Memoriam
Earlene Burney
1935-2020
Civitan International and its members are also remembering Earlene Burney. 
Burney passed away in November at the age of 85 at her home in Tennessee. 
She was the wife of Past International President JF Burney, who served the 
organization in the top leadership role from October 1992 through September 1993. 

Mrs. Burney was a member of the Clarksville Civitan Club and still attended annual conventions (with the latest 
being 2018) even after her husband’s passing. She was a teacher by trade. After retiring Mrs. Burney became an 
advocate for those with Alzheimer’s Disease. She leaves behind two sons, two daughters and several grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. She is pictured above, with a relative, at the 2017 Civitan International Convention.

The Junior Civitan International All In Summit is quickly 
approaching and not even the pandemic cannot keep 
Junior Civitan leaders from raising money for the Civitan 
International Research Center. The event will take place on 
February 26th – March 1st, as students from across North 
America are welcomed to Birmingham, Alabama, to learn 
more about the CIRC. For the first time ever, the event will 
also welcome several at-large participants to join governors 
and Junior Civitan International board members in 
leadership training, service projects, and fellowship events. 

Due to the pandemic, some students may not be able to attend 
in person. Therefore, Junior Civitan International is pleased 
to announce that for those who are unable to attend in person 
there will be virtual sessions offered during the course of the 
weekend so all students who are able can be involved in one 
of the program’s most meaningful events of the year. 

What does a virtual event entail? If anything, this pandemic 
has taught everyone how to become more flexible. Those 
who cannot attend in person will be incorporated into 
various sessions, ranging from the opening night welcome 
dinner and the closing night banquet to the leadership 
seminars and Governor’s Update meetings. Virtual 
participants will also be involved in the service project, with 

a toolkit provided for them to do in their own communities, 
while also doing a project to connect with the program’s 
non-profit partner in Birmingham.

Rachel Stripp, 2020-21 Vice President of Junior Civitan 
International, was one of last year’s attendees. 

“Last year as an International Director I was given the 
opportunity to participate in the first ever All In Summit 
and my experience was one I will never forget,” says Stripp. 
“International events to me have always been such an eye-
opening opportunity to see the difference Junior Civitans 
are making all around the world and the All In Summit was 
no exception. As participants are given the opportunity 
to see the Civitan International Research Center, it is 
incredible to actually experience and witness the type of 
research and work our fundraised dollars are going towards, 
while having conversations with the researchers who’re as 
excited as we are about the work that is being done.”

There is still time to donate to this year’s All In Summit and 
support the Civitan International Research Center. Donations 
can be made online at www.civitanallin.com, through the 
Civitan website at www.civitan.org/donate, or by writing a 
check to Civitan International and mailing it to the address 
below, with a note for All In Summit (and your Junior Governor 
if applicable) in the memo line. While the fundraising minimum 
deadline has passed, donations for this event are accepted until 
June 30th, 2021. As a reminder, all donations to this event count 
towards your Civitans at the Helm credit and are still eligible for 
a matching grant, thanks to the generosity of the Foundation for 
Children with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities. 

Civitan International
Attn: All In Summit
PO Box 130849
Birmingham, AL 35213

If you have any questions, please contact Meredith Binkley 
at meredith@civitan.org. 

junior civitan

JUNIOR CIVITANS READY FOR 
THE ALL IN SUMMIT
BY MEREDITH BINKLEY

International events to me have 
always been such an eye-opening 
opportunity to see the difference 
Junior Civitans are making all 
around the world...”

“

http://www.civitanallin.com
http://www.civitan.org/donate
mailto:meredith%40civitan.org?subject=


IRS 990 FILING DEADLINE
FEBRUARY 15, 2021

In the United States, Civitan clubs, as tax-exempt organizations, must annually 
file with a Form 990 with the Internal Revenue Service. There are no exceptions 
to this requirement. Most Civitan entities have a deadline of February 15 based 
on a fiscal year-end of September 30 and file a simple 990-N e-postcard online.

A club should never pay to file a required 990. There are several e-file providers 
who may contact a member of your club. Do not be fooled. You should always 
file directly with the IRS for free. It is simple and goes directly to the IRS, not 
through a 3rd party provider.

Questions or assistance? 
Contact clubcompliance@civitan.org

mailto:clubcompliance%40civitan.org?subject=

