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the ability to positively impact outcomes for our communities. Very few 
leaders arrive in their roles with all of the experience, education, or 
specialized training they need. For North Carolina District West to move 
forward and thrive, we must look at each Civitan and utilize the many unique 
talents of our membership. With this being said, what can the District offer 
to help your club grow leaders? What kind of programs would you like to 
see offered? What do you as a Civitan need from the District?  

As Governor, I am willing to listen and support you. We all need to grow new 
leaders and we need to inspire positive changes, which can impact the 
growth of Civitan within our district and quite possibly within the 
international organization. This can only happen when we work towards 
those goals set forth at the beginning of the year with “Communication” 
among us all to be the driving force, which unites us in achieving those goals. 
This will take us all working together, motivating and helping each other. We 
still have time this year to let our “Civitan Hands Make a Difference in the 
World”. We can no longer continue to wait until tomorrow or think 
“someone else will do it.”  The time is NOW! I believe we can do this!!! 

Did you know that the Rett Syndrome Clinic at the Civitan International 
Research Center has become one of the world’s leading clinics for Rett 

Syndrome? Our donations helped to make this happen. We should be 
proud of CIRC and share all of the groundbreaking research that is 
going on.                            (Continue on Page 2) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Note From the NCDW Governor 

 

 

Leadership Matters  

The year 2018 taught us many valuable lessons 
about our organization and what it is going to take 
to be sustainable. Strong Civitan leadership has  

http://www.ncwestcivitan.org/
http://www.ncwestcivitan.org/
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A Note from the NCDW Governor Continued 

Did you know that Civitan is the only service organization dedicated to serving people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities (I/DD)? This is another unique quality of Civitan that we should be sharing with 
others. The more we know, the more we can share and grow.  

We will also have a great opportunity on March 30, 2019 to visit Victory Junction. This place alone can inspire 
greatness. We should dare to dream and believe in greatness. If this were not enough, Meredith Binkley, our 
Civitan International Membership Specialist, will be there and so will  D.J. Svoboda. “Growing up, D.J. was 
often teased and bullied. These negative experiences inspired him to create the land of ‘Imagiville’ a safe place 
in his imagination where everyone is treated kindly and accepted just the way they are. Through his art, and 
public speaking he brings Imagiville and the Imagifriends to life and uses them as a vehicle to spread a message 
of hope, inspiration and awareness that those with Autism and special needs are special “just the way they 
are.”  I hope you will come out and meet this amazing young man.  

As a District, we need to celebrate all of our successes. As NCDW Governor, I am especially grateful to those 
who have worked hard to gain new members. Not everyone that you ask will join, but you cannot let that keep 
you from asking and sharing the good that your Civitan Club does for the community. Many folks do want to 
be involved, but their schedules do not allow them to attend meetings. This does not mean that they cannot 
be Civitans. It just means that they might fit as a Service Project member and only help with projects. We have 
a wonderful ‘product’ to share, and Civitan gives us hope for the future—it gives us a legacy to leave behind. 

 In my profession, I often have to attend seminars or trainings, and these can be quite costly. However, Civitan 
allows me to hear great speakers each month and they are all included in my quarterly dues. Three dollars of 
my dues supports insurance for my club and donations to CIRC, Special Olympics, Boys and Girls Home, our 
NCDW District and my club’s community projects. Where else can you get so much bang for your buck?  “The 
effects of kindness are not always seen immediately. Sometimes it takes years until your kindness will pay off, 
and is returned to you. And sometimes, you never see the fruits of your labors, but they are there, deep inside 
of the soul of the one you touched.” --- Dan Kelly  

Congratulations to the Mooresville, Salisbury, China Grove, Woodleaf, Summit, Granite Quarry, Forsyth, 
Asheboro, Davie, Davidson County and Mount Gilead Clubs for being plus in membership. Accolades of 
congratulations to the Forsyth Civitan club for achieving Golden Circle (30 – 49 members). Special “True Civitan 
Blue” congratulations to the Davidson County Civitan club for attaining the Sapphire status (50 – 74 members)! 
In addition, congratulations to the Granite Quarry, Faith and Rockwell clubs for being innovative during “Clergy 
Appreciation Month”. These clubs joined together and had a joint meeting with over one hundred people in 
attendance. Thank you, to each and every Civitan in our North Carolina West District, for your dedication to 
our goals and for carrying out the precepts and ideals that embodies the Civitan Creed! 
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A Note from our International President 

 

Greetings North Carolina West Civitan, 

 

It is an honor to serve as your Civitan International President. I see so many Civitans around the world 
working to make the world a better place to live and work. I know the same thing is happening in the 
NCDW District. 
The month of April is Civitan Awareness month. It will be a great time to showcase your club and all the 
activities that you are doing. It will also be a great time to have that recruitment meeting. Has your club 
conducted one this year? I am truly convinced that people want to give back and they will if they are  
  

 

 

asked. Have “Made Your Bed” this year by sponsoring that new member? If you sponsor a member your name will be entered 
into a drawing for some great gifts Civitan is giving away this year. Also if your club is plus in membership for the month your 
club is eligible to be entered into a drawing for some great gifts for your club. Recruitment is vital to the continued growth of 
our organization to continue our legacy for years to come. I have been working with the staff in the planning of our International 
Convention in Greenville, S.C. July 3-6. I am sure you will enjoy the city of Greenville. I hope you have in in your plans to attend, 
it should be exciting and fun. I look forward to seeing you there. 
 

A Note from our Governor Elect 

it has been a challenge at to recruit leaders.  I have begun to assemble a team to lead this District next year.  Our District is more 

fortunate than others that many Civitans offer to help however they can.  I cannot tell you how much I have appreciated their 

help as I have worked to assemble the Executive Board and Cabinet.   

Our District still has critical positions up for election next year.  We have many Civitans who are highly qualified to lead their 

area.  I am working with those Districts where Area Directors are completing their second year to identify individuals who are 

willing to be the next Director for their area.  With-in individual clubs, I have heard multiple times how difficult it has been to 

have fellow club members step up to leadership positions.  You can just look through the District Directory and see we have 

clubs who could not recruit a President-Elect. 

Without leaders, our District cannot serve our clubs nor assist Victory Junction, Boys and Girls Home, Special Olympics, or the 

Civitan International Research Center (CIRC).  Without leaders, individual clubs cannot add value to their community.  Without 

leaders, clubs and the District will face a difficult time helping our communities through service, knowledge, and fellowship. 

Not every Civitan has to be an officer of their club or the District.  They can serve as committee chairs and members.  They can 

step up and volunteer when asked.  The can provide leadership to reaching out in their community and recruiting new 

members. 

I have felt the challenges of leadership.  When I was first asked to chair a committee at my club, I was not sure I could.  I 

thought, there are way more qualified members who could do this and I just do not have time.  And I worried that I would fail.  

I took a leap of faith because there were others who told me, I am here if you need help.  When I was asked to be President of 

my club, I hesitated again.  I am just way too busy with my job and do not think I can devote     (Continue on Page 4) 

 

 

I attended the Governor-Elect academy in January at our International Headquarters in Birmingham.  For 

three days, fellow Governor-Elects and I listened to multiple presentations by different International staff 

members, our Executive Vice President Scarlett Thompson, and our incoming President Patsy Perkel.  I left 

feeling a bit overwhelmed with all the information that was shared and the challenges that Civitan faces, 

both as an organization and our own District. 

 One of the major topics discussed was planning and developing your team.  I heard from different Governor-

Elects how difficult it was to have leaders step up.  I know in our own District and with-in individual clubs 
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SPRING DISTRICT MEETING – MARCH 30TH 

The District Spring Meeting is set for Saturday, 

March 30th at Victory Junction with a great agenda 
featuring to outstanding keynote speakers, Meredith 
Binkley, our Membership Specialist at Civitan International 
and DJ Svoboda, an Autistic Artist and Public Speaker. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of key benefits of 
attending a District Meeting, 
beside meeting old friends and 
making new ones, is learning 
what is happening locally, in 
the District, across the Country 
and even internationally.  A 
special treat for this meeting is 
getting to see firsthand the 
impact you make at one of our 
major charities, Victory  

 

Meredith Binkley, 
Civitan International 

Membership Specialist for NC, 

TN, Midwest, Southwest U.S 

Junction.  You will have the opportunity to take a tour 

and learn more about this special venue.   Please make a 

special effort to attend the Spring Meeting.  The 

Registration Forms is on the following page. 

D.J. Svoboda was diagnosed at the age of 3 with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder with psychomotor retardation which 
included speech delays and issues with his fine motor skills. 
He found it difficult to even hold a pencil. Today, D.J. is a 

dynamic, motivational public speaker, accomplished artist 
and author with three books to his credit; My Imagiville, 
The Mupperezmo and the Rainbow, and The Inspirations 
of Imagiville. 
 

Meet DJ Svoboda - Autistic Artist  

and Public Speaker 

 

Growing up, D.J. was teased and bullied. These 
negative experiences inspired D.J. to create the land of 
Imagiville; a safe place in his imagination where everyone 
is treated kindly and accepted just the way they are. 

  
message of hope, inspiration and awareness that those 
with autism and special needs are special just the way they 
are. 
D.J.’s artwork has been featured in numerous publications 
such as Autism Spectrum, Autism Digest, Autism 
Perspective and Australian Parent’s Child to name a few, 
and hangs in museums and on the walls of corporations, 
organizations and in private homes. The Autism Society of 
America selected D.J.’s Mupperezmo character to be the 
image on their “Puzzle Project.” The Mupperezmo, 
affectionately known as the “Mupp” is a dragon-like 
character who turns his head upside-down to see the 
world from a different point of view. 
D.J. is an Advocate for the North Carolina Autism Society, 
has been nominated for the Naturally Autistic ANCA Visual 
Arts Award, and has been interviewed on numerous Radio 
and Television shows. 
 

Please bring a Door Prize.     
If your club has a brochure or display 
board, please bring those for display. 

 

 

Through his art, 

and public speaking 

he brings 

magiville and the 

Imagifriends to life 

and uses them as a 

vehicle to spread a  

 

(Gov-Elect continued) to it the time needed.  And I worried that I would fail.  Again, I took that leap of faith because others 

again told me I am here if you need help.  The same exact thing happened when I was asked to consider being Governor-

Elect.  In each instance, when I needed help, others were there to help.  I would not have the time, but I did.  Please consider 

being a leader within your Club and District.  If you are interested at the District level, please contact me.  Without leaders, 

Civitan cannot survive! Other Civitans are ready and willing to help you be a leader in your club and District.  You can use 

your Civitan Hands To Make A Difference In the World. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9URsu-kYorg
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REGISTRATION FORM 

North Carolina District West Civitan 

Spring 2019 District Meeting 

Hosted By the Level Cross Civitan Club 

March 30, 2019 

North Carolina District West Spring Meeting will be held on March 30, 2019. Location for this 
event is Victory Junction in Randleman, North Carolina.  

Registration is from 8:00AM until 9:00. 

Meeting starts promptly at 9:00 

PLEASE COMPLETE THE REGISTRATION BELOW: 

NAME __________________________; CLUB NAME _______________________ 

NAME __________________________; CLUB NAME _______________________ 

Cost for meeting: $18.00 per person x___________ = $_____________________ 

 

Cutoff Date: March 15. 2019  (Not registered yet?  No problem – do it today!) 

AFTER March 15, 2019, COST OF MEETING IS $25.00 PER PERSON 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: NORTH CAROLINA DISTRICT WEST CIVITAN (NCDW) Civitan 

PLEASE SEND REGISTRATION FORM AND CHECK TO: 

LYNDA WHITENER, P.O. BOX 525, ALBEMARLE, NC 28002 

 

Please bring a Door Prize. 

 

If your club has a brochure or display board, please bring those for display. 

Guest Speakers: DJ Svoboda and Meredith Binkley 

District Activities 
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District Activities 

Victory Junction Update – 15 Year 

Anniversary! 

This year marks a very special year for Victory Junction 
– it’s their 15th anniversary! They would never have 
made it this far without the support of generous 
donors like NC District West Civitan! We’ve been with 
them every step of the way and plan to be there for 
many years to come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

roasts. Their campers have come from all 50 states and 
4 foreign countries. They have caught, kissed and 
released nearly 13,000 fish, shot over 26,000 bullseyes 
in archery, and made over 4,000 strikes at bowling! 
You made that possible! 

 

 

Since 2004, Victory 
Junction has delivered over 
50,000 camp experiences 
through summer camp 
sessions, Family Weekends 
and REACH, their hospital 
outreach program. That’s a 
whole lot of laughter, 
smiles and marshmallows 

 

 

One of the ways Civitan supports Victory 
Junction is through our annual NC District West 
Golf Tournament. This year’s tournament is 
scheduled for Monday, June 10th at The Club at 
Irish Creek in Kannapolis. We need lots of 
golfers and lots of sponsors to make this 
tournament a success each year. Please 
consider making a sponsorship donation from              

your club or 

business. 

Then, get your 

friends together 

and come out and 

play! Get all the 

details at 

www.ncdwcivitan

golf.org. www.ncdwcivitangolf.org. 
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Sponsorships: 
   Championship    $ 2,500.00 

  Victory Lane (8 Golfers)  $ 1,000.00  

  Camp Friends (4 Golfers)  $    500.00  

   Hole Sponsor (No Golf)   $    100.00 

Sponsors Name: _______________________________________________ 

Contact Info: __________________________________________________ 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Player Registration - 4 Person Captain’s Choice Format: $100 per Player 

(Individual Players Welcome) 

Golfer #1 _________________________________________ 

Shirt Size ____ E-Mail _______________________________ 

Golfer #2 _________________________________________ 

Shirt Size ____ E-Mail _______________________________ 

Golfer #3 _________________________________________ 

Shirt Size ____ E-Mail _______________________________ 

Golfer #4 _________________________________________ 

Shirt Size ____ E-Mail _______________________________ 

NC District West Civitan Golf Tournament for 

 Victory Junction  

June 10th at The Club at Irish Creek in Kannapolis 

11:00 Lunch - 12:00 Shotgun Start 

Sponsors Needed! 

Players Needed - $100 each Player 

 

Sponsors Needed – Play for $100 per golfer  

 

. 

 

This is our primary fundraiser for Victory Junction and as always, we need 

lots of sponsors to ensure that this event is a success.  Not only is your club 

encouraged to sponsor a hole or a team, area businesses are welcome to 

join us as sponsors.  We rely on the entire district to help us recruit sponsors 

each year. 

 

For more information please refer to the attached registration form, or visit 

our tournament website at:  www.ncdwcivitangolf.org.  

 

 
 

 

Send Completed Forms & 

Payment to: Mark Curran 

(Cell: 803-413-6764) 

curranmark59@gmail.com - 

222 Mitchell Ave, Salisbury, 

NC 28144 

Checks Payable to NCDW 

Civitan Charitable Foundation 

For More Information, or to 

Register Online go to: 

www.ncdwcivitangolf.org 

http://www.ncdwcivitangolf.org/
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DISTRICT CLUB NEWS AND ACTIVITIES 

Special ZOOM Meeting 

with Civitan International 

Research Center at the 

Cabarrus Civitan Club! 

The CABARRUS CIVITAN CLUB is going to have a 

very special meeting on Tuesday,  March 

19, 2019.  We will have a live ZOOM meeting 

with Dr. Sarah Ryan a research doctor at the 

Civitan International Research Center in 

Birmingham.  She will speak to us on the 

research being done in Autism, and we will be 

able to ask questions and speak to her by 

video.  It is open to anyone who would like to 

visit our club and sit in on the meeting.  We 

meet at 7:00 at McGill Baptist Church, 5300 

Poplar Tent Rd., Concord, NC 28017. 

Statesville Update 

On February 28, the Statesville Civitan Club hosted area 

clergy with a BBQ dinner.  We were entertained by a 

wonderful 3 member band who played songs most of 

us remembered from long ago.                   

 

On March 11 we will host our annual Bloodmobile at 

Wesley Memorial United Methodist Church from 

3:30 pm to 6:30 pm.                        

 

If you recall. Back in November the Statesville Club had 

a very successful Boston Butt Roast.  As part of that 

event, they keep a couple Butts to be served at their 

Annual Statesville Police Department Appreciation 

Dinner in April. 

Civitans cares for our First Responders! 
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PASTORS HONORED BY 

DAVIDSON COUNTY CIVITAN CLUB 
 
The Davidson County Civitan Club honored eleven local 
ministers and two spouses with the club’s 17th annual 
Clergy Appreciation Observance.  The event was held in 
the fellowship hall of Hedrick's Grove Reformed United 
Church of Christ on February 26. 
  
Among the honorees were Father Ambross of Our Lady 
of the Rosary Church, Rev. Ed Armfield, and his wife 
Cindy, of the Burnett's Chapel United Methodist Church, 
Pastor J. Byron Barker III of LifePoint Church and Elder 
Gloria Cross of On The Wings of A Dove.  
 
Also attending were Rev. Butch Conrad, and his wife, 
Elizabeth, retired from the United Church of Christ, Rev. 
Russel Fox of Southgate Baptist Church and Bishop 
Selmon Green of New Hope Holiness Church.  Others 
were Rev. Gavin A. Pratt of North Lexington Baptist 
Church, Rev. Sarah B. Snell, retired of the United Church 
of Christ, and Rev. William Sowers of Hedrick’s Grove 
Reformed UCC.  

 
 
Caption for photos by Gary Arnold: 
Ministers honored at the Davidson County Civitan Club annual 
Clergy Appreciation Observance included (seated from left) 
Bishop Selmon Green, Rev. Sarah B. Snell, Elder Gloria Cross 
and Rev. Butch Conrad. Standing from left are Dr. Lee Jessup, 
Rev. William Sowers, Rev. Gavin A. Pratt, Rev. Russel Fox, 
Pastor J. Byron Barker III, Rev. Ed Armfield and Father 
Ambross. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The local ministers received gifts from the club in 

recognition of their service to the community. 
Hundreds of Civitan clubs in North America participate 
annually in International Clergy Appreciation 
Observances honoring ministers of all faiths and 
denominations. The events are generally held near 
February 3 each year in remembrance of The Four 
Chaplains. 
 
Seventy-six years ago during World War II, on February 3, 
1943, only 230 survived out of around 902 men and two 
women on board the U.S.A.T. DORCHESTER when it was 
hit by a torpedo and sunk off the coast of 
Greenland.  Among those lost were four clergymen--a 
Catholic Priest, a Rabbi and two Protestants, who went 
down with their troop transport ship after giving up their 
life jackets to soldiers who had left their vests below deck 
in the scramble to evacuate.  Survivors witnessing the 
event stated that the chaplains stood with arms linked 
together, braced against the railing offering courage, 
reciting "The Lord's Prayer" and singing as the ship sank.  

 
Christy Hopkins, Governor of North Carolina District West 
Civitan and member of the Richfield Civitan Club, shared 
the story of The Four Chaplains Also shown in the photo 
above are Davidson County Civitan Club President 
Stephanie Wilkerson and Dr. Lee Jessup. 
 
The Ladies and Men’s Fellowship of Hedrick's Grove 
Reformed United Church of Christ provided and served 
the meal for a 5th consecutive year. Recorded gospel 
music was played during the meal. 
 

.  
 

DISTRICT CLUB NEWS AND ACTIVITIES 
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Rhododendron Club Really Into 
 Valentine’s Day 

Rhododendron created 100 Valentine's Day cards.  But 
these were not for each other.  These were created for 
the long-term care unit (rest home) at the local Veterans' 
Administration hospital. 

Making such cards is a project we do three times a 
year.  It begins with an idea, which is followed by a 
concept card.  Then all the needed paper is 
collected.  This is followed by the cutting, printing, and 
stamping of all pieces.  

The assembly of the cards means a lot of gluing.  We 
gather at the home of a member.  A meal and club social 
precedes every effort.  Once the meal has concluded, the 
making of the cards begins.  The gluing and folding takes 
about 75 minutes.  This effort was concluded in an 
hour.  We are not always so lucky. 

The pictures below and off to the right, show us at work 
and the finished product.  The meal has concluded and 
been cleaned up.  We are Civitan working to create 
smiles on the faces of those who cannot help themselves. 

 

April is Civitan Awareness Month! 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the  

Granite Quarry and Mocksville 

Civitan Clubs 

 

 

We are Civitan working to create smiles on the faces of those who cannot help themselves. 

Both Clubs added 3 or more members in 

the month of February. 

 

 

DISTRICT CLUB NEWS AND ACTIVITIES 
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SILVER VALLEY CIVITAN HOSTS SPECIAL 

OLYMPICS WESTERN DANCE & SOCIAL 

The 23rd annual Silver Valley Civitan Special Olympics 

Western Dance and Social was held at Rocky Acres Music 

Barn on January 25. 

Around 60 people including Special Olympics athletes as 

well as their families and other invited guests gathered on 

a mid-winter evening of enjoyment. Many attendees 

wore western duds and hats. A special guest at event was 

Civitan District Governor Christy Hopkins of the Richfield 

club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Civitan President Chris Hughes greeted those in 

attendance at an event that has been held each year since 

1997 at Rocky Acres Music Barn. Rickie and Candy Payne 

provided the facility in memory of their uncle, Lawrence 

Prevette, who passed in December.  Shirley Link, chaplain 

delivered the invocation.    

 

 

Shown are some of the guests at the 23rd annual Silver 
Valley Civitan Special Olympics Western Dance & Social 
in their western garb. In front from left are Teresa Hayes, 
Rachel Owen, Brittany Pearce (knelling), Stephanie 
Wilkerson, Civitan Governor Christy Hopkins, Shirley Link, 
Megan Craver and Michael Williamson. The back row 
includes Rhonda Craven, Jeff Edwards, Matthew T. 
Kinney, Mary Craven, Wayne Hethcox, Mark Jordan, 
Matthew E. Kinney, Bobby Snider, Marlene Swaney, 
Allen Gilchrist and Charlotte Howard. 
 

 

Pete Yow, The One-Man Band kept the dance floor full 

with country, pop, classic rock and beach music from many 

well-known artists. Yow has performed eight times since 

2008 for the dance singing and playing the bass guitar. 

The Silver Valley Civitan Club organizes the event and 

provides refreshments.    Civitan John and Debbie Hughes 

coordinated the food preparation that included pizza, 

chips, cookies and beverages.  

More than a dozen volunteers including members of the 

club and their family provided various functions including 

serving refreshments, as dance partners and cleanup crew.  

Other members also included Darrin Ellis, Page & Peggy 

Harrison, Chris & Joyce Hughes, Megan Lambeth, Harold & 

Joyce Parrish, Rev. Brad & Cindy Treece and Gary Arnold. 

The dance has been honored four times by North Carolina 

District West Civitan as the most outstanding service 

project to people with disabilities.  The 2015, 2011, 2006 

and 2004 editions have earned the accolade.   

 

Some of the volunteers at the Western Dance & Social 
were (standing from left) Gary Arnold, Amelia Parrish, 
Megan Lambeth, Zach Darnell, Joyce Hughes, Darrin 
Ellis, Garrett Hughes, Roger Barker, Rev. Brad Treece and 
Harold Parrish. Seated are John Hughes, Peggy Harrison, 
Civitan Governor Christy Hopkins, Chris Hughes, Page 
Harrison, Joyce Parrish and Sara Barker. 
 

DISTRICT CLUB NEWS AND ACTIVITIES 
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DISTRICT CLUB NEWS AND ACTIVITIES 

Civitan Club of Salisbury Always Busy! 

Civitan After Hours 

On December 6th  our club held its quarterly Civitan After 

Hours. These are social events which allow members to 

network and mingle outside of our standard meeting 

times. They’re also used as a tool to recruit new 

members. The December social was held at the Country 

Club of Salisbury with many members and a few 

potential members in attendance. 

Rowan Helping Ministries 
One of our club’s ongoing projects is serving meals at our 
local homeless shelter twice each year. On December 8th  
our members gathered at Rowan Helping Ministries to 
serve a dinner meal catered by College Barbecue, 
complete with all of the fixings. More than 80 guests were 
served that evening and by all accounts, the barbecue was 
greatly appreciated. 
 
Christmas Party 
On December 13th, the Civitan Club of Salisbury members 
and guests enjoyed a Christmas Social at the Country 
Club of Salisbury. It was a fun evening, beginning with a 
social hour where members and their guests got to 
mingle and enjoy one another’s company. Following a 
lovely plated dinner, the members joined together for a 
karaoke style carol sing. This annual event did its job, 
putting everyone in the holiday spirit! 
 
Clergy Appreciation Day 
Our annual Clergy Appreciation Day meeting was held on 
Thursday, February 7th at noon. The Rev. Don McCann of 
Third Creek Presbyterian Church was on hand to deliver 
an inspirational message. Club members invited more 
than a dozen local clergy to join us for the afternoon. 
 
Polar Plunge 
 
The Salisbury Club always do things in big way and this 
year Polar Plunge is no different. They raised $1580!  Be 
sure to read about it in the Polar Plunge Section on the 
next page of the Newsletter. 
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DISTRICT CLUB NEWS AND ACTIVITIES 

 

NCDW CIVITAN CLUBS – “FREZZIN FOR A REASON” 

Mooresville Polar Plunge – Feb 2nd –raised over $5,000 

for Lake Norman Special Olympics 

 

Photo courtesy of Salisbury.com 

Civitan Club of Salisbury President Bill Bucher 

(with the umbrella) taking the Plunge for 

Special Olympics of Rowan County! Way to go 

Bill!!  They raised over $4,000. 

 

You Could Hold the Solution to the 

Civitan PUZZLE! 

Learn all about the great solution at the NCDW District 

Spring Meeting at Victory Junction – March 30th 

Supporting Our Future! 

The Civitan Club of Salisbury awarded ten 

scholarships totaling $15,000 to deserving 

local high school and college students at their 

annual Scholarship Day meeting. 

 

Scholarship recipients from left to right are:  

Patricia Castillo, Audrey McGail, Xavier 

Longbeam, Olivia Dagenhart, Adisynne 

Hensley, Blake Clark, Regina Parker and 

Christina Thacker. 
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DISTRICT CLUB NEWS AND ACTIVITIES 

A Rhododendron Christmas 

Christmas is a happy time of year.  Smiles and jokes and good 
will abound.  Rhododendron naturally joined this festive 
mood.  Its activity which included this joyous mood was a 
Christmas dinner.  

This event was held at Marshall's. Marshall tried to impose 
his own mood.  The decorations included much attention to 
the Grinch.  It didn't work.  We had a tasty meal and a very 
congenial meeting.  The entire evening was free of conflict 
as we completely ignored Marshall and his Grinch. 

 

Mocksville Rebounding! 

Mocksville Civitans has experienced some changes over 

the last quarter. Many of our original members could 

no longer participate due to health problems. We will 

miss them and always appreciate their many years of 

dedicated service to this chapter of Civitans 

International. In addition to losing members, we have 

also added a few new faces as well. Mocksville Civitans 

donated cards for the Veterans Hospital in Salisbury, 

learned from Ainsley's Angels, hosted fellowship 

dinners, and are preparing to welcome area pastors for 

Pastor Appreciation Month at our next meeting. 

We'd like to thank Sandra Davis for all the assistance 

she has given us with hospitality and food service. We 

are looking forward to a successful quarter of growth 

and opportunities to serve in our community. 

 

Mocksville Fellowship 

Dinner 

New Market Offered Hand-Carved Train Set 

At the February 3rd Ham & Egg Supper, the New Market 

Civitan Club raised $XXXX by raffling a beautiful Train Set 

hand-carved by their member, Alfred Thomas.  A real 

collector’s item.     

 

LAKE NORMAN TO HOLD 1ST PORT-A-PIT! 

The Chicken Port A Pit BBQ fundraiser will be on 

Friday, April 26, 2019 from 10:30-6:00 or when it is 

sold out at 630 Brawley School Rd.(Lion's Club 

Building). Pre-orders can be arranged by calling Beth 

McCarthy at 704-881-1174 or Gayle Beatty at 704-

883-6009. Payment can be made by credit card, cash 

or check. Eat in, drive thru for pick up available. The 

cost of the plate is $12:00 for 1/2 chicken, baked 

beans, slaw and roll. Proceeds collected by Civitan are 

going to humanitarian needs in the community.  
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DISTRICT CLUB NEWS AND ACTIVITIES 

Hendersonville Helping Special Needy! 
 
The Hendersonville Civitan Club has been very active this 
past year and will be even more active this year in 
providing for some Henderson County's needy 
residents. .    

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
families expressed much gratitude for all that the 
members provided.  Just recently we hosted a Super 
Bowl Party gratitude for all that the members 
 
Fundraiser at the Flat Rock Cinema to raise funds to send 
Special Needs Children to Victory Junction Camp.  Our 
club members worked diligently to make this a very 
successful fundraiser.  
 
Once again and since its inception the Hendersonville 
Civitan Club will provide games, activities and run the 
concession stand for the Henderson County Special 
Olympics.  The Special Olympics will be held at East 
Henderson High School on April 5, 2019. 

 

 

We concentrate on helping 

Special Needs Children and 

adults.  The Club sponsored 

a Halloween Party and 

provided lunch and games 

for 150 exceptional 

children.  It was heart  

 

warming to see and hear 

all the smiles emanating 

from their faces. 

Our club member’s 

generously contributed 

gifts for two families 

during Christmas 

Season.  The  

 

Combined Clergy Night a Success 
  

The Granite Quarry  Club final meeting for February 

was the combined Clergy Appreciation Night with the 
Faith and Rockwell Clubs.  

It was a bigger event than expected. We had over 100 
Civitans, spouses and guests present to honor the 20 
pastors that serve club members in the Eastern Rowan 
Area. International President Bob Jones and NCDW 
Governor Christie Hopkins also attended. 

The speaker, Maj. Scott Ostrowski, Chaplain for the NC 
Army National Guard in Charlotte challenged all of us to 
share the Gospel and become Disciples instead of just 
members. The fun and fellowship at the event was 
awesome. 

 

Major Club Awards Season is Upon Us 

Each year NCDW Civitan Members are invited to 
participate in Major Club Awards.  The first recognition 
will be for Area Civitan of the Year and the nomination is 
due April 1 to your Area Director.  This award along with 
President of the Year and Secretary of the Year will be 
given at your Area Meeting in May, 
 
The other major awards are due July 1 and include 
Civitan Family, District Civitan of the Year, Outstanding 
project(s), District Humanitarian, District Distinguished 
Citizenship.  All Major Awards are presented at the 
NCDW District Convention to be held August 2-3 in 
Hickory. 

 

If you have award suggestions, please talk with a 
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DISTRICT CLUB NEWS AND ACTIVITIES 

CABARRUS CIVITAN CLUB 
 
The Cabarrus Civitan Club did a new service project in 
February of making 100 Valentine cards for local Group 
Homes and Assisted Living Center. We delivered these 
cards to 10 Group Homes and 1 Assisted Living Center 
with 45 residents.   Each resident of these homes received 
a handmade Valentine. 

    

 
 
The club held their Clergy Appreciation Banquet on 
February 19, 2019.  We had 4 clergy present including our 
own Club Chaplain Steve Ayers and Rev. Bruce Sheeks the 
NCDW Chaplain.  Rev. Sheeks was our guest speaker and he 
spoke to us on Courage which certainly did apply to the 
Four Chaplains.  Judy Jones educated the new club on the 
reason Civitan honors our local clergy.  She told the story of 
the Four Chaplains who lost their lives on February 3, 1943 
as the USS Dorchester submerged in the icy waters after 
being hit by a torpedo.    
 

Club member Bob Jones and Judy attended the Junior 

Civitan Sno-Do in Canada, February 7-10, 2019.  Bob is the 

2018-2019 Civitan International President and he was the 

guest of Junior Civitan for their annual Sno-Do benefit for 

the Civitan International Research Center.  Pictures below 

of Bob with 2 NCDW Junior Civitans and their service 

project of making birdhouses on the left is Junior NCDW 

Governor Grace Harrell and Deputy Governor Victoria 

Bailey on the right of Bob .  Bob assisted the Juniors 

making the birdhouses as their special project. 
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DISTRICT CLUB NEWS AND ACTIVITIES 

Rockwell Club Rocks! 
 
January — When Rockwell Civitans begin showing up 
at the Meadows of Rockwell Retirement Center with 
armloads of formal wear and decorations with a snowy 
motif, the residents get as giddy and excited as though 
they were getting ready for a prom! They know the 
Annual Winter Wonderland Ball, sponsored by the 
Rockwell Civitans, will soon be near! Weeks prior to the 
event, past N. C. District West Governor Woody 
Weddington dons his tuxedo and delivers specially 
handcrafted invitations to the residents.  The weeks 
following the delivery, Rockwell Civitans are busy 
securing formal wear, food, a DJ and Junior Civitans to 
serve as volunteers for the evening.  This year 
International President Bob Jones and his wife Judy 
participated in the event as wells as NC District West 
Governor Christy Hopkins and her husband, Mike, who 
is the District Area Director for IV East.  Special 

volunteers included Rowan Early College Junior 

Civitans and East Rowan Junior Civitans.  Rowan 

County resident Larry Chastain not only served as 

DJ, he crooned out “oldie goldie” tunes!  This is the 

eighth Winter Wonderland Ball, and both the 

Meadows residents and the Rockwell Civitans are 

looking forward to number nine!!! 

 
February — Rockwell Civitans were among Civitans 
from ten NC District West Clubs who visited with the 
residents and house parents at the Civitan Cottage at 
the Boys and Girls Home at Lake Waccamaw on 
Saturday, February 17, for a special Valentine 
Excursion.  The Civitans met the folks from the Civitan 
Cottage at the San Jose' Mexican Restaurant in 
Whiteville and treated them to Mexican specialty 
dishes and desserts.  Afterwards, they traveled back to 
the cottage and bestowed special Valentine gifts upon 
the girls and the house parents. Past first lady and 
Rockwell Civitan Helen Weddington had made special 
silver heart necklaces and earrings for both the girls 
and houseparents.   NC District Governor Christy gave 
each of the Cottage residents a special Valentine goblet 
filled with goodies. Following the gift “bestowal,” the 
girls certainly enjoyed giving their visitors a tour of 
their rooms. This is the eighth year for this annual visit 
which is coordinated by past Governor Donna Jackson.  
This is truly a trip for which the Civitans look forward, 

and perhaps, other clubs will join in the fun next 

year! 

their rooms. This is the eighth year for this annual visit 
which is coordinated by past Governor Donna Jackson.  This 
is truly a trip for which the Civitans look forward, and 
perhaps, other clubs will join in the fun next year! 
 
March — During the month of March the Rockwell Civitan 
Club is partnering with the East Rowan Junior Civitan Club 
to peddle tickets for their Outback Fundraiser.  Those who 
purchase the tickets will be able to redeem them during the 
entire month of April.  For $15 patrons can purchase “Take-
Away” tickets  for the Outback Steakhouse in Salisbury and 
will be entitled to enjoy the choice of a select sirloin or 
wood fire grilled chicken breast and make another selection 
of two side items which include: baked potato, sweet 
potato, french fries, steamed vegetables, or steamed 
broccoli, along with a chocolate  mousse parfait and bread 
loaves. If someone wants two of the same sides, they may 
order that. If anyone in the area would like to participate, 
please call Rockwell President Greg Pine at 704-754-3207. 
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We've had a lot of members request info on the Civitan International 

Research Center for club meetings and other events.  

 

As you know, International has a variety of videos available. Now, we are 

happy to share with you a CIRC flyer detailing some of the extraordinary 

work being done by Civitan-funded scientists.  

 

You can download a copy of new material on our website 

at https://civitan.org/research/ 

 

https://civitan.org/research/?fbclid=IwAR2FzsvDck9DK4fKbq2AjiUNLdI38wp2Lhs_PInCi4MIDqyad0fIZt05ka4


 

 

 The “TARHEEL” Newsletter  

  

             NCDW Civitan “WESTERN TARHEEL” Newsletter       2nd Quarter 2018 - 2019 19 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Civitan Activities 

Click on photo to see video 

NCDW Junior Civitans Update 

Greetings, from NC West Junior Civitan. We have been busy, 

busy! Congratulations to our newest club - Wheatmore High 

Junior Civitan! We had a great Charter Ceremony on 

January15, 2019. This new club has 56 members! Yeah! 

Hillsville Civitan club is their sponsor, Joanne Hedgecock is 

their sponsoring club liaison.

 

On March 2, 2019, we held a District Carnival at the Brock 

Gym in Mocksville for all-inclusive Senior members and 

various group homes! Participants and Juniors were excited 

to have a morning filled with fellowship, games, prizes, sno 

cones and popcorn. Sixty eight Juniors, ninety eight 

participants and several Senior Civitans attended. The Juniors 

were thrilled to meet our own International President, Bob 

Jones. Everyone enjoyed the event. The Junior Board 

members voted to continue this project next year!

 

The Junior Civitan District Convention will be held on April 13, 

at Dan Nicholas Park in Salisbury beginning at 10:00 am. The 

new Junior Civitan District board will be elected and installed. 

Awards will be presented, lunch provided and loads of fun   

either playing miniature golf or mining for gems. If you would 

like to attend, please RSVP to Lena Reinsvold at 

voldathome@gmail.com or 336-782-9215. We would 

like to provide lunch for everyone who attends. 

The Senior District will be providing three scholarships 

for our Juniors this year. Grace Harrell, our District 

Junior Civitan Governor, will receive one. Please 

remember the District Scholarship fund if your club is 

able to participate. All donations goes to Ed Cozart. 

If your club sponsors a Junior Civitan club we are truly 

appreciative. Please remember that now is the time to 

check in with your advisors to ensure that they will 

continue next year. If not, this is the time to obtain one 

for next year. 

The Junior Civitans and team members are very 

appreciative of all the support and fellowship of the 

Senior Civitan and Clubs! 

As always, we are here to help. Please contact us if 

you need anything! 

NC West Junior Civitan Team 

Sno-Do A Blast! 

Hello and thank you NC District West! We recently 
came home from the “North Pole”, as quoted from our 
pilot. Canada was one of the best experiences of my life 
and I can not thank you enough for your support. NC 
District West Civitan clubs help me raise $3,269 and 
were incredibly supportive. Sno-do gave me the 
opportunity to make so many lifelong friends from 
around the world. While at Sno-do, we had a day where 
we made birdhouses. When I say we make birdhouse, 
we didn’t only decorate them, we also gave the other 
Civitans a good laugh as we struggled to use drills to put 
them together. During the banquet, I was named a 
silver participant and also dubbed an honorary citizen 
of Midland. Overall, the experience in Canada was one 
for the books and I am proud to say that I am a Junior 
Civitan.  
 
Grace Harrell 
NC District West Junior Civitan Governor  
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Junior Civitan Activities 

                                                                                           

Juniors have fun at 

SNO-DO 

NCDW Junior Civitan Carnival  

 
Mooresville Junior Civitan “Jingle Bell Jam” 
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Greenville, South Carolina 
Wednesday, July 3 through Saturday, July 6 
Hyatt Regency Downtown 
  

Nestled into the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains, Greenville is conveniently located just two 
hours from most of the NCDW Club locations.  To close to miss! 
 
Wrap your mind around its culinary scene…Greenville has more than 110 restaurants within walking 
distance of the Hyatt Regency Downtown Hotel. You are sure to find something to suit your taste 
buds. 
 
Greenville’s award-winning, pedestrian-friendly Main Street features 10 city blocks of delightful 
distractions. From inventive restaurants to locally owned boutiques, craft coffee shops, galleries and 
public art you can immerse themselves in a unique blend of traditional Southern charm and 
contemporary cool. 
 
Find more information on our host city for the 2019 Civitan International Convention here. 
Be looking for periodic updates as we continue our planning for next summer’s highlight event. 
For questions or assistance regarding the upcoming international convention, contact Mary M. Luck, 
Director of Meetings and Awards, MaryLuck@civitan.org or 800.CIVITAN extension 121. 

 

 

 

Learn more about  

Greenville SC 
by clicking on the 

photo  and watch a 

great video 

 

https://www.visitgreenvillesc.com/
https://civitan.org/convention/mail%20to:%20MaryLuck@civitan.org
https://vimeo.com/283219798
https://vimeo.com/283219798
https://vimeo.com/283219798
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Founded in 1917 in Birmingham, Alabama, Civitan International has more than 30,000 worldwide. Civitan International’s 

flagship project is the Civitan International Research Center (CIRC)—a cutting edge research facility dedicated to the study 

and treatment of developmental disabilities like autism, Rett syndrome and disorders of the brain. 

 

 

With more than 30,000 members worldwide, Civitan International is a global organization dedicated to serving the local 
communities of its members. Using the structure of building local clubs, Civitan equips its members to address local needs 
with local solutions. 
                          
Civitan is the only service organization dedicated to serving people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD). 
This long-standing focus began as a local project in Baltimore in the 1940s when Civitan began funding specialized teachers 
in schools. In 1956, Civitan membership unanimously adopted service to I/DD as the major project focus of the 
international organization. Today, Civitan supports the Civitan International Research Center in Birmingham, Alabama 
where more than 100 researchers work on diseases that impact the lives of 1 in 6 people worldwide. 
 
When you join Civitan International, you link yourself with thousands of people around the world who share a heart for 
service to others. Civitans strive to promote the principles of fellowship, knowledge, and service to humanity through their 
local Civitan club.  Come join us!   
 
 North Carolina District West Major Projects 
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March 2019 

 

 

April 2019 

 

18 CIRC ZOOM Meeting – 

Cabarrus Club in Concord 

NC 

30         NCDW Spring Meeting at 

              Victory Junction, 

              Randleman NC 

Special Tour of Victory Junction at 

the Spring Meeting.  A Can’t miss 

Event! 

 

MAY 2019 

 

July 2019 

31          SONC Summer Olympics 

               in Raleigh 

For the most up to date Calendar of Events and Meetings, be sure to check the NCDW 

Civitan website at www.ncwestcivitan.org.  If your Club is sponsoring a major event, 

send details to gordonleo3@gmail.com so it can be included on the Calendar.   

 

DEADLINES FOR THE  

WESTERN TARHEEL 

The deadline for submission of articles and photos for 

the WESTERN TARHEEL NEWSLETTER are: 

Third Quarter –June 10, 2019 

Fourth Quarter – September 19, 2019  

                  NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
Your Club not mentioned in this edition?  You must 

have missed the deadline.   

The continued success of the District Newsletter 

depends on your local Club.  We need articles and 

photos of interesting things happening in your area. 

Submit articles and jpeg photos to:   Leo Gordon at 

gordonleo3@gmail.com. Or mail to 143 Wren Hill Dr. 

Mooresville NC 28115.  Telephone: 704.799.6409 

 

6             AREA 1  Meeting (Mon) 

7   AREA 4 East/West Meeting (Tues) 

13          AREA 5 West Meeting (Mon) 

14      AREA 5 Central Meeting (Tues) 

15          AREA 3  Meeting (Wed) 

16          AREA 2  Meeting (Thu) 

30 NCDW Golf Tournament 

 

3 – 6     Civitan International Convention 

                Greenville SC 

MAY 2019 

 

August 2019 

2 -4  NCDW Annual Convention 

Hickory NC 

 

http://www.ncwestcivitan.org/
mailto:gordonleo3@gmail.com
mailto:gordonleo3@gmail.com
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WESTERN 

TARHEEL 

CIVITAN 
NCDW Civitan Foundation 

P. O. Box 995 

Rockingham NC 28380-0995 
 

                                                        

Executive Board 

Governor            Christy Hopkins 

Immediate Past Governor 

Major Awards    Woody Weddington 

Governor-Elect                    John Sofley 

Secretary                  Helen Keller 

Treasurer                       Ed Cozart 

Past Governor Director     Jim Whitener 

Judge Advocate                  Mark Curran 

Junior Civitan Governor Grace Harrell 

District Area Directors  

Area I               Frederic Muse 

      Asheville, Hayesville, Hendersonville, 
            Rhododendron, Transylvania  

Area II                    Leo Gordon  
    Boone, Catawba County, Lake Norman, 

      Mooresville, Statesville, Wilkes, Yadkin  

Area III     Roger Harris  
    Charlotte, Gastonia, Monroe, Shelby 

 

Area IV East              Mike Hopkins 
     Faith, Granite Quarry, Joy, Richfield, 

                                   Rockwell  

Area IV West      Linda Jones 
       China Grove, Cooleemee, Salisbury, 

                        Summit, Woodleaf  

Area V East                 Hilda Craven   
  Asheboro, Farmer, Hillsville, New Market, 

      Level Cross, Ramseur Area, Red Cross, 

                             Zooland  

Area V Central     Fred Calvert 
   Davidson County, Lexington, Silver Valley, 

                 Thomasville, Welcome  

Area V West         Charles Markland 

                  Challenger, Davie, Forsyth,  

         Kernersville, Mocksville, Piedmont,  

           Triad Ladies, YP of Winston-Salem 

Area VI    Inell Allen 
     Mt. Gilead, Oakboro, Rockingham, 

         Rolling Sandhills, Wadesboro 

 

Cabinet & Committee Chairs 

Boys and Girls Home              Terry Jackson 

Special Olympics                          Jim Bullard 

Club Recognition 

Program                                     Jackie Curran  

Council/Convention 

Meeting Coordinator       Lynda J. Whitener  

District Chaplain                       Bruce Sheeks  

District Newsletter                      Leo Gordon                                          

Drug Awareness Chair                   Stan Senft 

Fund Raising Chair                Wanda Huntley 

Junior Civitan District 

Co-Chairs                                 Lena Reinsvold 

                                                   Forrest Harrell 

Jr Civitan Coordinator       Amanda Hancock  

Victory Junction Camp             Mark Curran  

Leadership Coordinator      Norman Wilson  

Sales and Marketing               Wayne Mullis 

Sergeant-at-Arms                     Jim Whitener  

Region III International 

Director                                 Tony Workman 

Social Media Chai                       Brad Lackey 

Civitan International  

Foundation Liaison      Woody Weddington 

   

 


